
Tekst 12 

Newsnight reports on GIDS 

Bernadette Wren mentions BBC Newsnight several times in her piece on 
the Gender Identity Development Service (GIDS) at the Tavistock Clinic 
(LRB, 2 December 2021). In February 2020, while being interviewed live 
on the programme, the comedy writer Graham Linehan made a vile 
remark about doctors prescribing puberty blockers. It is false that any 
Newsnight producer invited Mr Linehan on in order to make this comment, 
and he was immediately and robustly challenged on air when he did. 
Entirely separate to this interview, Newsnight has broadcast four films 
exploring different aspects of the healthcare provided to young people 
questioning their gender identity. On every occasion where GIDS was the 
focus, we extended an invitation of interview to its leadership; this was 
declined each time by a representative of the Tavistock and Portman NHS 
Trust. Our journalism throughout was evidenced-based and highlighted 
the serious safeguarding concerns raised about the service. 

Esme Wren 
London W1 

lrb.co.uk, 2022 



Tekst 12  Newsnight reports on GIDS 

1p 40 Why did Esme Wren write this letter? 
A to defend Newsnight’s impartiality and professional integrity 
B to deny that Newsnight is critical of what goes on at gender clinics 
C to explain why Newsnight chose to interview a controversial guest 
D to make clear she is Newsnight’s spokesperson on gender issues 
E to question the sources Newsnight consulted for its programme 

Bronvermelding 
Een opsomming van de in dit examen gebruikte bronnen, zoals teksten en afbeeldingen, is te vinden in het bij dit examen 
behorende correctievoorschrift. 
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